NEPU-PRP ‘Star’:

Can Aminu Kano’s Children Strike Again?

By Adagbo Onoja

ointing at the star atop the Sawaba
Monument component of the sprawling
Mallam Aminu Kano Triangle in Dutse
last March, Jigawa State governor, Sule
Lamido, told the PDP Presidential
celectioneering campaign team, “That star there
shone over the North”. It was good the
governor used the past tense of shine because
the flame is certainly not blazing as brilliantly
as before even though the light has not totally
gone out. That is the light of rebelliousness
which made it Nigeria's nearest to a national
liberation party as Northern Elements
Progressive Union, (NEPU) in the First
Republic and as People's Redemption Party,
(PRP) in the 2" Republic. And so, when the
rump of this tendency across the Kano/Jigawa
axis gathered in solidarity with Lamido last
Saturday in Kano building into the occasion a
comparison of politics yesterday and today, it
was automatically and necessarily an event to
watch in the light of Amilcar Cabral's thesis
that “an independent African state must be a
liberation movement in power”. Typically, the
forum turned into a soul searching one,
particularly on the missing party anchorage of
liberal democracy in Nigeria in relation to
something like the impending centenary of the
African National Congress, (ANC), about the
only one of such case on the continent.
Two issues addressed by veterans of NEPU
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politics stood out. One was “The Difference
Between Politics of Yesterday and Today”
which was delivered by Alhaji Lili Gabari. The
second was “Supremacy of the Party Over
Elective Posts” by Alhaji M.D Dauda
Dangallan, another veteran of the party.

The mention of such issues as party
supremacy or differences between politics of
yesterday and of today will always strike the
chord anywhere in Africa because that is what
Africans have been denied by a combination of

"Nigeria has not been able to produce an elite that can interrogate
the past holistically and stop being a copy cat. The power elite in
Nigeria has no elitism. It is a class in itself but it is not a class for
itself. That is the whole trouble with Nigeria, nothing more. It is
because it is not a class for itself that it has no bench marks for

political behaviour, leaving so much to street wisdom

brinkmanship"

and

local and foreign interests. The early political
parties across Africa started well as the
instruments to bring about translation of
independence to prosperity. But before this
journey even started, African military officers,
especially those who served in the Congo were
indoctrinated and encouraged to stage coups
against the democratic governments in place
on return home. And that was what happened
across the continent, almost without exception,
in one form or the other. The independence
generation of leaders who could be said to
know what independence is supposed to mean
were all eliminated in the coup epidemic of
1961 and 1971 as the latent megalomania of
the lumpen militariat were ignited by the super
powers in the Cold War, especially the United
States of America whose intellectuals like the
late Samuel Huntington had developed and
popularized the argument that only the military
was rationally organised to bring about
modernisation in African countries.

Meanwhile, the Africans, certainly the
Nigerians, were busy fighting each other at
home, putting so much premium on ethnicity,
leadership failure, etc as the problems, railing
all kinds of abuses on the Nigerian State,
deriding it, naively calling it a failed state
without corresponding attention to the fact that
Heteronomy - government by external
agencies —is the African reality.

It is a nationalistic political party whose
mandarins have sat down and planned a
society, is guiding it and constantly defining
and refining the benchmarks that can counter
and/or negotiate this kind of reality. Just like
the ANC did in 1994 and the PDP in Nigeria in
1998. In all cases, it has to be a political party
that or parties that can mobilize and give
political education to the members about the
National Question which is not just a question
of inter-ethnic relations within the country but
also about Nigeria's relations with Africa and
the rest of the world? Right now, these kind of
political parties are a rarity in Africa.
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